
THE DANGERS OF 
RODENTICIDE

How rodenticide/anticoagulant usage is harming our ecosystem and 
wildlife.





Endangering our wild neighbors

• The conversion of land for urban development or agricultural 
uses poses serious consequences to our wildlife populations.  

• Habitat fragmentation isolates wildlife.

• Wildlife are running out of places to call home. 

• However, as detrimental as these this may be to wildlife, other 
human activity, such as the use of rodenticide may prove to have 
even worse unintended consequences.

• Each day our wildlife is in danger of being poisoned by 
homeowners, local businesses, and professional exterminators.

• The poison comes from common household pesticides, the most 
dangerous of which are called “Anticoagulant Rodenticides.” This 
type of poison is easily purchased and is commonly used to kill 
rodents.  
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History of rodenticide
• Since their introduction in the 1950’s, anticoagulants have revolutionized rodent control.

• These poisons target rats, mice, gophers and squirrels, but are also responsible for the 
indiscriminate deaths of hawks, owls, bobcats, coyotes, and mountain lions each year.  

• Domestic animals like dogs and cats are also quite vulnerable to these poisons.  

• Primary poisoning comes when the targeted animal consumes the rodenticide bait. Secondary 
poisoning occurs when a predator consumes the poisoned prey.

• Secondary poisoning of non-target animals has been documented in many animals

Bait box outdoors easily 
accessible to all wildlife, 
pets, and children. Photo courtesy of The Washington Post
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How rodenticide works
• Rat poison or anticoagulant rodenticides interfere with blood 

clotting, resulting in uncontrollable bleeding that eventually leads 
to death. 

• Second-generation anticoagulants are especially hazardous and 
persist for a long time in body tissues, these in particular are 
banned, but many pest control companies still use them.  The first 
generation are less potent, but still not the solution.

• These slow-acting poisons are often eaten for several days by rats 
and mice, causing the toxins to accumulate to many times the 
lethal dose in their tissues.

• Predators or scavengers like hawks, owls, foxes and mountain 
lions that feed on poisoned rodents are then also poisoned.  

• Little is known about what the lethal dose is exactly that will 
sentence the innocent predator to death.

• Occurrences of toxins found in their systems during testing is 
incredibly high.

Los Angeles’ famous P-22 found with 
mange, blood test revealed high levels of 

anticoagulants.
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Evidence and statistics show the 
harmful impact of rodenticide on 
the wildlife found in the Santa 
Monica Mountains and other 
ecological areas across the city.

In recent studies, over 90% of subjects 
tested, including mountain lions, 
coyotes and bobcats, all tested positive 
for having some amount of 
anticoagulant in their system. 

The LAUSD uses more than twenty 
different poisons in our schools 
including anticoagulant 
rodenticides.

All photos courtesy of Poison Free Malibu



Mange and Rodenticide

• Mange- A parasitic disease of the hair and the skin.

• Mange in wild cats is typically rare.

• The exact connection between mange and 

rodenticide is uncertain, however they are 

connected.

• Many wild cats exposed to anticoagulants suffer 

from mange and ultimately die from rodenticide 

poisoning. 

• Bobcats in particular that have ingested rodenticide 

are much more likely to suffer from severe mange.

Photo courtesy of the Ventura County Reporter



What can you do?

• Close tightly trash cans and dumpsters, and keep the 
area clean of spillage.

• Keep areas clean of food and water that would feed 
rodents.

• Seal up all holes and openings into your home and 
attic.

• From the San Francisco Chronicle, “Flowers That Deter 
Animals” include “aromatic annual herbs, such as 
mint, lavender and catnip. For perennial plants that 
repel mice, consider amaryllis (Amaryllis), lavender 
(Lavandula) or daffodils (Narcissus).”

• Understand that rodents are part of the food chain 
for owls, hawks, foxes, bobcats, coyotes, mountain 
lions, and many others.

http://homeguides.sfgate.com/flowers-deter-animals-43937.html


There is hope….

These organizations and activist groups are 
working together to create safe places for 
wildlife and promote co-existence.
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Let your voice be heard 
beyond your front door



Courtesy of Poison Free Malibu

Healthy 
Griffith Park 
bobcat later 
found dying 
from eating 
prey that had 
consumed 
poison.

Simi Valley 
Mountain Lion 
before and after 
poisoning.
His mate was 
later found dead 
with the same 
poisons in her 
system.

Remember…
there is no poison on the market that is not a risk to wildlife



You can make a difference
Please take a moment to complete the following online survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3XMH88K

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3XMH88Khttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3XMH88K

Survey link can be emailed along with any additional information from the presentation

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3XMH88K
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3XMH88K


For additional information…
Online Resources

• Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife. www.clawonline.org  

• Poison Free Malibu.  www.poisonfreemalibu.org
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